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those who may be called opponents or goondas"1* "As a matter
of fact in ahimsa it is not the votary who acts in his own
strength. Strength comes from God."19 "With the knowledge
that the soul survives the body, he (the satyagrahi) is not im-
patient to see the triumph of truth in the present body. Indeed
victory lies in the ability to die in the attempt to make the oppo-
nent see the truth which the satyagrahi for the time being
expresses."20 To Gandhiji, therefore, "The first and the last
shield and buckler of the non-violent person will be his un-
wavering faith in God."21 "The only weapon of the satyagrahi
is God, by whatsoever name one knows Him. Without Him the
satyagrahi is devoid of strength before an opponent armed with
monstrous weapons. But he who accepts God as his only protec-
tor will remain unbent before the mightiest earthly power."22

On the.other hand dismissal or negation of God from com-
mon affairs gives rise to a feeling of helplessness and induces
people to put their faith in violence. Thus Gandhiji wrote in
1921, "We have become atheists for all practical purposes. And
therefore we believe that in the long run we must rely upon
physical force for our protection."23

Let this not be dismissed as the irrational superstition of
a mystic. God is not a mere escape or an idle fiction. God is the
integrating principle, the central truth of man. The finite can-
not be understood unless we know it as rooted in ^ the Infinite.
.'Without faith in God man can have faith neither in himself nor
in others.*! It is significant that the non-violent resisters of the
past have almost always been firm believers in God.24 On the
other hand communism, socialism and capitalism are rooted in
materialism.

Gandhiji does not mind how one defines God; for he is
conscious that "there are innumerable definitions of God,
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